Newsletter June 2009

Happy WINTER families! We have certainly felt the chilliness in the air over the past few weeks.

This month we are to begin reviewing our Centre Policies to comply with the Ministry of
Education’s requirements to consult with the community and staff to ensure that we are best
meeting the needs of our children. We are fulfilling this responsibility by nominating our policies for
review and asking for your feedback on them. The following are the policies up for review: Travel;
Staff Ratio Planning, Travel Permission, Sleep Space and Facilities, Sleep: Beds & Bedding, Sleep
Monitoring. To view and feedback on these policies please use the link on our website or see the
office foyer table to read and then fill in a comment card.

Our supervisors had an absolute ball with the scholastic sales rep and again down at Writes
Bookshop purchasing of heaps of new books, creative art materials (incl. cool glue guns). These
resources are a much enjoyed addition to each of the three rooms. An early favourite is the
range of “big books” that enable children to easily follow the storyline and maintain interest in
what is being read to them. The scholastic “Lucky Book™ orders (due back with payment 2éth
June) all earn books donated to Little Einsteins from scholastic- a very valuable investment!

On a farewell note, Debbie had her last day in the Kiwi room on Thursday 4t June. Thank you to
the families who shared that moment with her. She invested large amounts to the set up and
running of the infant’s area and we wish her well for her future endeavours. We are also wishing
Amy well for her ‘next step’. Amy has resigned effective from Friday 26" June. She has been
hugely appreciated in the Tui room and will be missed. She is to return to free lance graphic
design and eventually back to Northland. We have advertised her position in the education
gazette.

We have a number of new appointments that have been made since Iast month. | am excited
to announce that we have appointed Christine Smith to the position of preschool head teacher
for the duration of Vikki's maternity leave. Christine has been working in ECE since 1998 with at
least three years head teacher experience. She has particular strengths in dramatic play,
storytelling, meeting individual child needs and HAVING FUN!!' Christine starts with us on June 22nd
so please make yourself known to her and be a friendly and welcoming face! The leadership in
the Kiwi room has also changed and | am proud to advise that Melanie Jones has been
appointed the Acting Supervisor. To support her, we have also created an Assistant Supervisor
role. Congratulations to Laura McRobbie on securing this position and advancement along her
career pathway. We have a lot of confidence in this leadership duo and look forward to seeing
ongoing progress. Last, but by no means least, | would like to infroduce Rebecca to the parent
body. Rebecca joins us as our second office staff member working alongside Jill. She is a trained
accountant and mother to two boys, one of which attends in our Kiwi room. Rebecca is enjoying
the opportunity to meet the range of friendly people we have here and looks forward to
meeting more of our families.

- Jayne Dahlberg, Little Einsteins Manager

Hote| on Devon port the boutique hotel in the city centre

Special Little Einsteins Rate 4

$135

and receive a complimentary upgrade to
an Executive King Room

Rates are per room per night inclusive of GST. Valid until 30th September 2009
Quote "Little Einsteins™ at time of booking. Terms & Conditions Apply

72 Devonport Road, Tauranga Tel: 07 578 2668 or email reservations@hotelondevonport.net.nz




Child restraints

Your responsibilities as the driver (under the law)

As the driver, you must make sure that any child under five years of age is properly
restrained by an approved child restraint that is appropriate for the age and size of the
child. They must not travel in the car if you can't put them in an approved child restraint.
The vehicle's safety belt on its own is not an approved child restraint.

Approved child restraints include:

« infant restraints for young babies (often called baby capsules)

« restraints for older babies, toddlers and preschool children (often called car seats)

o booster seats for preschool and school-aged children

« child safety harnesses (used with or without a booster seat) for preschool and
school-aged children.

All approved child restraints will display standard markings to show they have been
approved.

Influenza A (HIN1) Swine Flu

Schools and early childhood services by their nature are susceptible
to many viruses and influenza in particular is readily spread by
children. As a result it is likely that schools and early childhood
services would be amongst the first affected when the swine flu
virus starts to spread here, both by cases and the need to contain
them. For instance, any cases in a school with students recently
returned from anywhere overseas might see that school closed.
Any community spread in one area could see all schools or early
childhood services in that area closed. The length of closure would
depend on circumstances, but it would be initially for at least seven
days, which is the time an infected person would be infectious.

The Ministry of Health suggests that the families of students who
have travelled to countries with considerable spread of Influenza A
(HIN1) should be kept home for a week upon their return, even if

they have no symptoms. Australia is already requiring students

who have travelled to countries with considerable local spread of
Influenza A (HIN1) to stay home for a week even if they have no
symptoms.




RECIPE FOR JUNE

From our cook . .
following recipe for asimple® No ¢ hi | ithiséeadnfouato axeThis recipe uses

many items athandinthe pantry, won"t break the
grownups cans be spiced up at the last minute with a little sweet Thai chili sauce!!

- Caroline J

Lightly brown 1 onion finely chopped, and leek or celery stick if at hand, and season.
Add 500g of mince and 1 teaspoon of garlic and continue to cook. Once beef has
been browned add two cans of chopped tomatoes and a can of baked beans, lower
heat to simmer. Lastly add two grated carrot, some chopped spinach and any other
frozen or fresh vegetable to hand. Allow mix to simmer for 20 minutes while you
cook the rice to accompany this.

I always serve with additional vegetables or salad as your family can never have too
many vegetables!!

Left over mix is great in toasted sandwiches so freeze and use another night.

Our teachers engage in regul ar s onal

improve their teaching practise. Our Centre wide focus has been
on planning. Displays are developing in each of the areas for the
pl anning for gc.hiHederle nf*rse el etaor n,i
approach staff members about how the planning in each room is
reflected in what your child does during their day with us and how 6
we can link it to what they do at home. Another opportunity for
the professional development of the majority of our staff was to 77

attend a Parenting Worx Lisa McKimm workshop on positive < @

practices with children. Be encouraged by how motivated your

child“"s teachers are, by how much they enjoy
the role they have in their lives.

One of Last month®"s most popul ar di shep

b B




From Ruma Pukekof Vikki, Matti, Julia and Trudy.

Great to see all the beautiful baby photos arriving & children have been publishing these, talking
about themselves and displaying their own work in our classroom. |t d s r e a lhaw thia e a
community involvement whi ch beneiWewekomedarvisitifrom t |
Heat her Sear s, Vi kki ds mi dwi f e, children gaine
examined and heari ng Mhheswaskeddndedby thdmehearirtg theiraown.
heartbeats (being broadcast through the doplar).

The frosty mornings have provided the opportunity for children to discuss the weather d they
have been asking great questions t o FdgP Ou playaraunde
has become an area of research with children leaving out water and wet sand over night to

experiment and see what will happen. Creating sustainability in our Environment is an area of
learning we are exploring with the children. They have a big role in the care of our environment

0 feeding and caring for our animals as well as planting and nurturing the veggie gardens. This
area of inquiry began with children as they expressed interest in the natural world (caterpillars,

spiders etc. ) and has grown to include a new system of recycling which is set to grow.

From Ruma Kiwi - Melanie, Laura, Jen, Megan, Sheryl, Lisa, Melinda and
Tracey.

It has been a very eventful past few weeks. We said farewell to Debbie, we took some of the
cutest individual and class photos, we recovered from the seasons illnesse  s. However this has
not stopped the excitem ent and learning in Ruma Kiwi.

The chil drends most favourite song is called
Programme Planning for June. The children have been a part of many activitiesre  lating to the

sea. We have created our own beach in the sand pit with real seaweed, shells and coral. A few

pairs of old stockings, some old newspaper and a whole lot of great helpers have created a new
member in the Kiwi Room & Our very own octopus. We would love to hear your ideas for any
other 0Slippery Fish® or Sea focused activitie

With Jack Frost visiting us more often our children need a warm jacket, hat and gumboots to
keep warm when they are exploring outside.

A thought from the M&M Files (Miss and Master Files)

| was reading O6We are going on a bear hunto at
was a |ittle distracted. As | read the story
wedre ndt aseawe Miss M?0d ONo® she replied sha
the rest of the story. At the end of the book after we had run safely home, | asked Miss M
another question 6 We wonodot go on anotehde¢rm mbear
60Yesd® was her quick reply.

| wonder what adventures we will go on tomorrow? Maybe we will find another bear, or an

octopus or mavbe even a whale!




From Ruma Tui fi Alaina, Michelle, Sarah, Danielle, Amy and Tracy.

A big welcome to new families that have joined us this month, we are looking forward to getting

to know you all.

Introducing the &Sleeproom s huggl e .basTkheet basket is designed

special sleep-time toys and blankets in. We would really appreciate parents and caregivers to put

these away on arrival to keep these safe until needed at sleep/rest time.

We have a lot of children bringing toys into the centre. We have decided to trial a OFriday

Shar i ng Eleayrday your child is welcome to bring something in from home, they may be

asked to share what they have brought with the group at mat -time. This encourages children

independence and confidence. The staff from the Tui unit holds no responsibly for any damage

of these items and we ask that any other day of the week toys are to stay at home.

Lastly thank you to all of you who have returned the 6 A1 | a b dounts, keep them coming in,

these are great tool for communication between teachers and your children. If you have any
dondt hesitate t cataayinper oach a

REMINDER

Lucky book order forms
due back 26" June.

Gummies For Winter
Could you please remember to bring a
pair of gummies for your child to wear
outside.
It would be helpful if you have a spare
set th at could stay here.

Little Einsteins tries to provide you and your child/ren with the bestseancébeasionally we may get it wrong. If you feel there is something not righ
PLEASE, PLEASE LET US KNOW. We value your concerns because it helps us improve our service. You have sedeedhtiniedtechbapamt of céortag
parent/ caregivers with questions or <concer n sotlelsaisiactont please crgacttlayree DahH
(Manager) Phone: 823380 n 6t dwel |l on a problem, |l et us know, or, e taetiousakwemwantd
provide the best for families who attend Little Einsteins. Any concerns or complaints gilf.be taken seriou




