2" Newsletter March 2010

Ki a or a -whlp families!

March has started off with a beautiful sunny day and it is really great seeing our teachers and

children with moods to match! Lots and lots of happy people around today, very cool J

As notified in our last newsletter, we have our ERO review beginning next Monday 8 th March. Our
reviewers (Diane and David) will be spending time in each our rooms observing what our

children are up to, speaking with management, staff and parents and reading through planning,
me eting minutes, self review etc. They hope to be finished by the end of Wednesday 10 th March

and return on Thursday 18 ™ March to discuss their draft report. This report will then be published
and available - further details later in our newsletter.

Ilwould | i ke to say a big OTHANK YOUS6 to everyone who t
survey recently. Your comments and O6rankings® have
this newsletter. It is vital to our ongoing partnership that you take the time to review these.

Remember, you are always free to flick us an email with comments or suggestions or drop them
into our fees/comments box in the office if you would rather not speak directly with staff.

Finally, I would like to officially welcome experience d teacher Jade to our preschool teaching
team. She is joining us from Monday 8 ™ March. We will be saying farewell  -for-now to Tracey
toward the end of the month as she begins her maternity leave and the next exciting phase of

her life.

Ka kite ano,

Jayn e Dahlberg - Manager

F_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_q

Class, Individual & Family P h ot o0 Masterpiece Photography are coming on |

Tuesday 23 ™ March to do our Little Einsteins 6annual photos. Please add this to you I

diary if you do  not usually attend on a Tuesday and would like your child to be

included in this one off fclass of 20100 keepssyp
the time to ensure that your child does not miss their class photo or opportunity to have

I individual or family photos. We are likely to kick the day off at 9am with class photos.

h_________—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_l

Upcoming Scheduled Educati on-1®e0lD ewe P
The Education Review Office (ERO) undertakes reviews of schools and early
childhood education services throughout New Zealand. While ERO will always
investigate the quality of the education provided for children through the
programme, the learning environment and the quality of interactions between the
adults and the children, ERO6s approach to re
designed to be useful to cent  re management, staff, students and parents. Their
review will be written after the review period has ended and will be available online
at www.ero.govt.nz _ or from our office within_two-months-ef-eurreview



http://www.ero.govt.nz/

Kia ora Whbnau from Ruma Ki wi ,

What a wonderful month we have had this February, as we welcomed back all our friends and
met some new ones. We have enjoyed sharing with one another the busy times we had on our
holidays. Water play has been a key interest  of the children. We have been doing lots of it.
Thanks for all the spare changes of clothes and some of our friends have even bought togs; if
you could continue to do this it would be much appreciated.

What a wonderful time we had at our beach celebration of summer this month. The children
enjoyed being able to share some of the fun things they got up to whilst at Little Einsteins. It
was a great afternoon tea and chance to catch up with all of you.

As our summer holidays focus draws to a close we are exc ited to start our new focus of
communication. We would | ove it if you could

or books, there is a space on the cupboard doors for you to write this up.

And finally here are some photos of our wonderful mont  h of February...

Jen, Pauline, Sheryl, Melinda, Melanie, Laura and Melissa

PARENT LIBRARY

We have started compiling a small library of books for parents and families to
borrow. Books that relate to ‘family issues' - everything from babies to
teenagers, from self help skills for parents to health and nutrition. If you have
any books that you no longer use that other families may benefit from, we

would really appreciate your donation to our Whanau library. Similarly, if you
would like to see what we have in our library, we will publish a book list shortly
and have an issuing system through the office.



Ruma Tui would like to sayabig W E L C O M E to our new children and familie s!!

Our plan of "summer holidays" is coming to a close, but the children's interest in water play
and sandpit play is still evident.  The children are also showing a common interest in their
natural environment, so from here we intend on discovering and focusing more on our "Natural
environment”. This will include looking at bugs, insects, animals and plant life. ~ We are
encouraging children to bring in things that are interest from home, to share with the group
and explore more. We are continuing to add more bits and pieces to our environment both
inside and out, if you travel somewhere (like the beach, bush, lake etc) and collect recourses
or maybe you have things at home which you think we might be  able to use as part of this
focus, please ask a teacher about suitability.

Over the next few weeks we are also looking at up grading and improving our resources within
the family play/ play -dough area. If you have any old or extra kitchen ware  e.g.: whisks,
bowls, spoons, cups/saucers etc that we can use, we would greatly appreciate them. As part
of this e nhancement, we are also looking at putting together a cook book for the children to
use. If you have any family recipes or quick and easy meals, cakes, slices etc recipes that you
would like to share, please give it to any of the teachers for us to collat e.

Reminders:

Portfolios. 1f you have your child's portfolio at home could you please return it. We
encourage you to take these home to share with you child, family and friends, but also we
continually have more learning stories and photo's to add toth  em.

Shoes. Please ensure your child has a pair of named shoes with them when they are at Little
Einsteins, as for going on short walks/excursions your child needs shoes, otherwise s/he might
not be able to participate. It may be a good idea to bring in a n old pair that can live (hamed) in
our shoe box for just this sort of occasion.

As always, please feel free to talk or discuss any issues or concerns with the teachers, we are
more than happy to help.

Na,
Tui teachers (Alaina, Caroline, Kim, Michelle, Sa rah & Corryn)




Kia ora P3zKeko whbnau

February has been an awesomemonth of active investigations. You
can see on our O6emergent planning
exploring concepts of pr ocess, growth and measurement (extension of
sunflower/building projects) as well as working productively in both
indoor and outdoor environments.

The new house frame has been a hit with our active builders & children
have been introduced to the idea of  working together, following a
process of planning through to completion. These concepts have also
been used and extended in our sand area as children create alongside
each other with water, pipes and tools.

Teachers have worked to increase child respon sibility for their own

|l earning with tbmari ki taking an
This has resulted with individuals sharing their ideas, things from

home, and their new knowledge/experiences with their friends. We

have implemented a new whiteboard system of communicating to
whbnau/ families group and individu:
take time to read this in our entranceway. Teachers update this daily

and over a week you can see a progression of group learning. As always
yourchi | dés individual l earning i s i

Lastly: Our Preschool Teaching Team Update é

WELCOME to Jade! Jade has been teaching for over 10 years and has
worked across all three age groups. She is  starting with  us from
Monday 8™ March and is exci ted about joining the Pz k e team where
we have a strong focus on individualised and child centred learning.

Also joining her at Little Einsteins are her sons Logan (4) and Aiden
(2). We know you wil/ be great at
welcome.

Abi g OHELL O: frofnlVikki O%hA ldas really enjoy ed spending time alongside our
PEkeko | earners over the past few mont hs. Al
during the session usually) she is feeling most welcome and a part of the team JoThanks

Farewell (f or now) and GOOD TracgyGwl startanatérnitg leageyfrém April
5™ and we wish her well. We hope to have her (and her precious bubs) back sometime around
September/October this year J

Preschool teaching team - (Catherine, Tracey, Jade, Charlotte, Danielle, Vikki , Julia)

Current Policies under review: _ Service Philosophy, Personnel Practices (staff leave, staff training, appointments, staff
development & staff appraisal). These canb e viewed in foyer or on our website with appropriate feedback forms attached.




