
 
 
 

 

Greetings everyone! 

 

Phewf! We survived our very first „photo day‟… Although it started off a little chaotic (with wet 

weather adding to the „experience‟) we ended up getting some lovely shots of your children. My 

favourites were the whole class shots- we have some cuties amongst us... The proofs of these group 

photos are to be released shortly and they certainly contain a lot of characters, yours included!  

Individual photo proof and order forms are in your parent pockets already- orders due by 14th May. 

 

There have been some positive „bright sparks‟ amongst you who have been emailing in. These 

emails brighten our day and we love to hear from you (and so do your children). Here is a reminder 

of our email addresses for those that might have the inclination to drop us a line.  

Kiwi -  kiwi@little-einsteins.co.nz 

Tui -  tui@little-einsteins.co.nz 

 Pukeko- pukeko@little-einsteins.co.nz 

 Office - info@little-einsteins.co.nz 

If you are getting up to marvellous adventures at home that you want to share with your child‟s 

teacher, put it on paper! If you can get it to an A4 format then we can put it in to their Little 

Einsteins portfolio. See your child‟s supervising teacher for more info. 

 

Our teachers are always looking for ways to become better teachers. Part of this is to be a part of 

ongoing „professional development‟.   I am very proud of all of our teaching teams but wish to 

share with you what our preschool team have been invited to take part in: see below “Creating 

Experts in Education”.  

 

Finally, introducing our new Little Einsteins‟ cook… Caroline! She is our new “face in the kitchen”. 

Caroline comes to us after a long history in the hospitality industry. She has started with gusto and 

happy, full-bellied children are testament to how successful she has been so far! Caroline‟s 

daughter attends Little Einsteins and we feel very lucky to have them both on board. Caroline is 

hoping to have a regular “feature recipe” spot in our newsletter and this month she has started with 

a Simple Chicken Risotto, found further on. We loved it- let me know how you get on when you try it 

at home 

 

- Jayne Dahlberg, Little Einsteins Manager 

 

Creating Experts in Education é 
Our preschool  teachers have been invited to take  part in an advanced professional development 

programme relating specifically to òcompetency based learningó. This links to the recently 

released  New Zealand Primary Curriculum and comes  as a result of the N Z Childcare Association  

recognising t he teaching that is happening here at Little Einsteins. The t eachers are part of a 

cluster learning group , research ing and documenting how children transfer their learning from 

early childhood  settings  to school learning environment s.  This means our Little Ein steinõs learners 

will be directly benefiting from the latest research and be at the forefront of learning as they 

transition  to  school.  An example of this is a focus on Thinking Skills ð as part of our programme 

we will be  enriching children õs brain development through higher order thinking  (children making 

sense of what they are learning).  These enhanced thinking skills  will be linked to children õs ideas 

and interests and will then  transfer across a range of subjects and learning contexts.   

Well done Pukeko ! We look forward to seeing the results with our children é 
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From Ruma PukekoñVikki, Matti, Julia and Trudy.  
 

Over the past month the children in preschool have managed to establish their 
own winter garden.  Watching children run after Craig and the wheel barrow 
(filling our new raised garden beds with soil) was a bit like the Spanish running of 
the bulls!  Childr en got great excitement from trying to keep up with him.  The 
veggies have now been in for a few weeks and children continue to monitor their 
growth, last week an expedition was underway to find sticks out in the paddocks 
for the runner beans.  Our pukeko children have continued to show a strong 
interest in babies (we wonder why???) and with Vikkiõs tummy getting rounder, s
ome of the children have felt her newest baby moving.  We would like to extend 
this interest so will be inviting preschool children to b ring photos of themselves 
as babies.  Please watch your news pockets for more information  .  We invite 
you to look in your childõs profile book as children themselves are reading them 
regularly.  These are a record of your childõs learning and we encourage you to  
add information from home too.  Lastly , a BIG CONGRATULAT IONS to Julia 
who graduated this month.  Well done , you worked really hard ! 

From Ruma TuiñAlaina, Michelle, Sarah, Danielle and Amy .  

 

The month of April  has brought us many new and exciting activities. These 
include jumping beans, dancing lessons and horse riding lessons.  April was also the 
school holidays so we enjoyed a quiet couple of weeks which gave us the 
opportunity to do lots of baking. The children have really enjoyed this  activity . 
We have decided to extend on this interest by asking parents to share their  
favour ite recipe with  us. What do you enjoying making or baking with your child? 
Please bring in the recipe  or two  and give it to a staff member. Our aim is to make 
this recipe with the children and collate a book of recipes to keep here in the 
centre. If we get  enough  recipes and  it is successful, the book may then be 
available for parent s... Also the staff would like to congratulate Sarah on her 
recent successful graduation, we are so lucky to have you on board! We wish you 
a happy and successful career in teach ing. Please remember if you have any 
queries or questions please feel free to speak to a staff member.  
 

 



From Ruma Kiwi -  Debbie, Laura, Melanie, Jen, Megan, Sheryl, 

Lisa, Melinda and Tracey .  
 

This month we have welcomed Jen back to Ruma Kiwi ! We have also celebrated 
Jen and Megan õs graduation - congratulations from all of us!    
We are currently planning around our childrenõs interests.  Our childrenõs 
interests are displayed with their photo on the wall in our room.  Please take the 
time to look at this and feel free to add any other interests  to this that your 
child has.  This  month we are specifically going to focus our programme planning 
around activities in the sandpit, physical activities and music.   
If you have any of the following we would really like it for our room:  
¶ Old bangles  
¶ Old scarves  
¶ Old shoes  
¶ An old suit case  
¶ Ol d muffin trays, pots, bowls, wooden spoons to use in our sandpit  

Please ensure that you pack a warm hat, gumboots, warm clothes and a spare 
change of clothes in your childõs bag.   We will continue  to be encouraging the 
children to get outside during fine spells in the weather.   
 

Gummy Alert ! 
For outside autumn/w intery  activities , please send your child  

in appropriate clothing and footwear.  With our fabulous  

access to farmland we also have mud and puddles that are 

perfect  for gumboots  (and not really any  other footwear) . 

Coats and warm jerseys  are essential ch illy weather items, 

please make sure you have sent along ôsparesõ so that  your 

child stays warm when experiencing The Great Outdoors .  

Lost Propertyé 
We have a build up of lost property. Please check to see if 
any of your childõs clothing is there  Unnamed and 
unclaimed items that have lingered in lost property for 
some time will be used as Little Einsteins spares. 

 



 
 
 

RECIPE FOR MAY 
 
Here at Little Einsteins we like to ensure your little ones have the best fresh fruit 
and vegetables we can possibly get. We have created numerous recipes to 
encourage children to eat vegetables in all their forms.  One of Aprilõs most 
popular dishes with both the children and the staff was the following recipe for a 
simple chicken risotto. This version feeds four to six. 
 
1 leek, 1 celery stalk and 1 onion finely diced and sautéed until translucent in 50g 
of butter and little seasoning. 
Add 2 cups of rice and brown very slightly stirring all the time. 
Now add 1.5 litres of chicken stock and leave to simmer occasionally stirring. 
Meanwhile brown in a pan 500g of finely chopped chicken breast with seasoning 
and 1 tablespoon of garlic (yes your kids love this flu fighting vegetable!) Put 
chicken aside for now. 
Grate two carrots and or zucchini, chop finely spinach or silver beet, and/or 
frozen vegetables. When most of liquid in rice has been absorbed add vegetables 
to rice mix with chicken and allow it  to cook through for about 10 ð 15 minutes.   
 
Serve as it isé..simple  

 

        

Our ôapprenticeõ builders 

desperately need more wood if 

anyone has a source of untreated 

timber they can drop off to us  

for our carpentry tables é or if 

anyone is willing to approach 

Mitre 10, Bunnings, C arters etc.  

while you õre in there for your 

D. I . Y projects about any spare 

offcuts ?  

Thanks a truckload   
      

 
 
 

 

We will be inviting the local 
public health nurse to talk to our 
children about winter bugs and 
keeping healthy.  We encourage 
children to blow their noses, 
ócatchô sneezes and wash their 
hands regularly.  Our Little 
Einsteinerôs are important and 
we want them in great shape! 
 

From our cook 
- Caroline  

Despite the majority of timely account payments, some accounts payments 

have stalled.  We will be adhering to our policy in these instances, and you 

can expect that after four weeks of non payment and no arrangements made, 

to have to f ind alternative care for your children.  Most  of our families value 

the resources and fantastic teachers that we are able to supply for our little 

people, and realise that this c osts.  We are unable to provide this  if accounts 

remain unpaid, so mak e no apology for removing your child from our roll . 


